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Welcome to our 2012ð2013 Author Events catalogue, packed with new exciting ti-
tles and encore lectures to be used with your curricula. Highlights include: Harold 
Holzer and James McPherson òHearts Touched by Fire: The Best of Battles and 
Leaders of the Civil Waró, Anita Hill òReimagining Equality: Stories of Gender, Race, 
and Finding Homeó, Kathryn Stockett òThe Helpó, Joseph J. Ellis òFirst Family: 
Abigail and John Adamsó and many more. 

 

Our Author Events lectures feature presentations from some of the most celebrated 
voices in the humanities, arts, and sciences. Captured live from The Free Library of 
Philadelphia, Author Events typically run 60 minutes in length; the first part being 
the talk given by the author, followed by a question and answer session with the au-
dience. Our catalogue is made up of both New Release and Encore titles. 

 

Our Book Club Events feature nationally syndicated radio talk show host Michael 
Smerconish interviewing some his favorite authors in front of a live audience. Mi-
chael is an avid reader, but he assembles his book club only when he has read 
something about which he is passionate. Available events include interviews with 
authors such as Pete Hamill and  and Ted Gup on topic that cover subjects like 
Frank Sinatra, Mickey Mantle, and Ronald Regan. This season, 
Michael will be welcoming Chris Mathews to discuss his book, "Jack Kennedy: Elu-
s i v e  H e r o , "  f r o m  t h e  S c o t t i s h  R i t e  A u d i t o r i u m  i n 
Collingswood New Jersey, and many others over the months to come. 

For more information, you can contact us at 
info@specticast.com or call us at 866-996-2842 

SpectiCastñ210 West Rittenhouse SquareñSuite 400ñPhiladelphia, PA 19041 
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Jodi Picoult - òLone Wolfó The queen of the book club, Jodi Picoult is known for her 
fictional page-turners that feature nuanced characters, 
pitch-perfect descriptions of suburbiañand the darkness 
it often concealsñand unfettered insight into the shape-
shifting terrain of family relationships. Her stories plumb 
hot-button topics ranging from teenage suicide and stem 
cell research to date rape and school shootings. She is 
the author of 18 novels, including the #1 New York 
Times bestsellers House Rules, Handle with Care, 
Change of Heart, and My Sister's Keeper, as well as five 
issues of the Wonder Woman comic book series. 

 
Available starting 4/16/2012 
Running Time: TBD 

Chris Matthews to Visit 
Book Club - òJack Kennedy: 
Elusive Heroó 

Book Club with Michael Smerconish welcomes Chris 
Matthews, host of MSNBCõs òHardball,ó to the Scottish 
Rite Auditorium in Collingswood, New Jersey to discuss 
his New York Times best-seller òJack Kennedy: Elusive 
Hero.ó 

From the Scottish Rite Auditorium 
Available starting 3/20/2012 
Running Time: Approx. 90 minutes 

AUTHOR EVENT 

BOOK CLUB 

Not Rated 

Not Rated 

John Irving - "In One Person" Influenced by the sprawling, plot-driven novels of Victo-
rian authors, John Irving is acclaimed for his intricate, 
multi-level stories that feature an unsettling juxtaposition 
of life-affirming compassion and shocking brutality. As 
Peter Matthiessen notes, Irving's work "has a sense of 
myth and time and weight and resonance. He's certainly 
not just 'a good plot man.' Heõs probably the great story-
teller of American literature today." Five of his 12 novels 
have been adapted into acclaimed films, including The 
Cider House Rules, for which Irving received an Oscar 
for best adapted screenplay. His new novel is narrated 
by a nearly 70-year-old bisexual man. 

 
Available starting 6/21/2012 
Running Time: TBD 

Not Rated 

Edwidge Danticat - "Create 
Dangerously: The Immigrant 
Artist at Work" 

Featured author Edwidge Danticat will discuss the 
themes in the 2012 One Book, One Philadelphia selec-
tion, Create Dangerously: The Immigrant Artist at Work. 
The evening will also feature an exciting musical per-
formance by Haitian American composer and violinist 
Daniel Bernard Roumain, whose eclectic works have 
included commissions from Carnegie Hall and the Li-
brary of Congress as well as collaborations with artists 
ranging from Philip Glass to Lady Gaga. 

 
Available starting 4/13/2012 
Running Time: TBD 

Not Rated AUTHOR EVENT 

AUTHOR EVENT 
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Lee Child 
òThe Affairó 

Bestselling writer Lee Childõs 1997 debut novel òKilling 
Flooró, starring tough but humane maverick Jack 
Reacher, was an immediate success, winning the mystery 
writerõs Anthony Award and launching an electrifying 
series. Selling globally at a rate of one every five sec-
onds, the success of these books rests partly on the hulk-
ing shoulders of their charismatic hero, but also on Child 
steadily cranking out at least one tight, spellbinding book 
per year. The sixteenth in the series, The Affair takes 
place six months before the events of òKilling Floor.ó 

 
Available starting 2/20/2012 
Running Time: TBD 

AUTHOR EVENT Not Rated 

Zbigniew Brzezinski 
òStrategic Vision: America and 
the Crisis of Global Power" 

One of the wise men of United States foreign policy, 
Zbigniew Brzezinski is a political scientist, geostrategist, 
and statesman who served as United States National 
Security Advisor to President Jimmy Carter from 1977 to 
1981. A leading Cold War strategist and trustee of the 
Trilateral Commission, he received the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom in 1981 for emphasizing human 
rights in U.S. foreign policy. His many books include the 
New York Times bestsellers Second Chance and The 
Choice. He is currently the Robert E. Osgood Professor 
of American Foreign Policy at Johns Hopkins University's 
School of Advanced International Studies. 

In conversation with Morning Joe co-
hosts Joe Scarborough and Mika Brzez-
inski  
Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation En-
dowed Lecture 
Available starting 2/23/2012 
Running Time: TBD 

Not Rated AUTHOR EVENT 

Anne Rice - òThe Wolf Giftó Anne Rice gained notoriety and a vast cult readership for 
her Vampire Chronicles series, which the Washington 
Post called "unrelentingly erotic . . . unforgettable." The 
first and most popular book, Interview With the Vampire 
(1976) reinvented and refreshed the archetypal Vampire 
myth, and was later made into a film starring Tom Cruise 
and Brad Pitt. It was followed by The Vampire Lestat and 
The Queen of the Damned, which the San Francisco 
Chronicle called "a wonderful web of dark-side mythol-
ogy." Rice's 28 books include the Sleeping Beauty trilogy 
and, congruent with her conversion to Catholicism, a 
trilogy about the life of Jesus. 

In conversation with Edward Pettit 
(Philly Poe Guy) 
Available starting 3/6/2012 
Running Time: TBD 

AUTHOR EVENT Not Rated 

Susan Orlean 
òRin Tin Tin: The Life and the 
Legendó 

In conversation with Alexandra 
Horowitz, best selling author of 
òInside of a Dogó. 
Available starting 1/30/2012 
Running Time: 114 minutes 
http://www.specticast.com/
Susan_Orlean.jsp 

A staff writer for The New Yorker since 1992, Susan Or-
lean won widespread fame for her 1998 New York 
Times bestseller, òThe Orchid Thiefó, the inspiration for 
the Academy Award-winning movie Adaptation. In òRin 
Tin Tinó, Orlean reconstructs Corporal Lee Duncanõs 
serendipitous 1918 rescue of the German shepherd who 
would become his beloved companion and an enduring 
American icon. 
Includes the 65 minute feature "The Return of Rin Tin 
Tin" (1947) starring Robert Blake. 

AUTHOR EVENT Not Rated 

http://www.specticast.com/Susan_Orlean.jsp
http://www.specticast.com/Susan_Orlean.jsp
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Joan Didion 
òBlue Nightsó 

An acclaimed literary journalist and novelist, Joan Didion 
is the author of numerous novels and essays, including 
òSlouching Towards Bethlehemó and òThe Last Thing He 
Wantedó, that explore the fragmentation of American 
culture and society. The Year of Magical Thinking, which 
chronicled her period of mourning following the unex-
pected deaths of both her husband and daughter, re-
ceived much critical acclaim as well as the prestigious 
National Book Award. Frank and haunting, Didion's new 
memoir òBlue Nightsó ruminates on parenthood and 
aging as she reflects on her late daughterõs life. 

 
Available starting 1/16/2012 

Not Rated AUTHOR EVENT 
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Kathryn Stockett 
òThe Helpó 

 

Mississippi-born Kathryn Stockett's debut novel, òThe 
Helpó, examines the complex relationship between white 
Southern families and their black domestic servants in 
the 1960s. This story of social awakening as seen from 
both sides of the American racial divide, highlights the 
conditions of black servitudeña century after the Civil 
War. The book was a No. 1 New York Times Best Seller 
and has been on the New York Times Best Sellers list for 
more than 100 consecutive weeks. The film adaptation, 
directed by Stockett's childhood friend Tate Taylor, has 
become a box office success. 

Harold Holzer and 
James McPherson 
òHearts Touched by Fire: The 
Best of Battles and Leaders of 
the Civil Waró 

A professor emeritus of History at Princeton University, 
James McPherson won the Pulitzer Prize for òBattle Cry of 
Freedomó, his single-volume treatment of the Civil War 
that set a benchmark for scholarship in the field. Harold 
Holzer is one of the country's leading authorities on 
Abraham Lincoln and the political culture of the Civil 
War era. òHearts Touched by Fireó offers first-hand ac-
counts of the warõs great battles written by the men who 
planned, fought, and witnessed them. 

 

Erica Jong 
òSugar in my Bowl: Real Women 
Write About Real Sexó 

In Sugar in My Bowl, Jong and a host of prominent 
voices explore women's sexuality with candor, answering 
the question, "What do women want?" The revelations 
are as varied as the writers. In conversation with contributors Julie 

Klam and Karen Abbott 

David Brooks 
òThe Social Animal: A Story of 
Love, Character, and 
Achievementó 

In The Social Animal, Brooks looks at what leads to hu-
man achievement and personal fulfillment at different 
stages of life, and he illustrates how our decisions are 
ffected by our unconscious minds and the environments 
we inhabit.  

AUTHOR EVENT 

AUTHOR EVENT 

AUTHOR EVENT 

AUTHOR EVENT 

Not Rated 

Not Rated 

Not Rated 

Not Rated 
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Michael Scheuer  
òOsama bin Ladenó 

 

Michael Scheuerñformer chief of the bin Laden unit at 
the CIAõs Counterterrorist Center and bestselling author, 
challenges bin Laden biographers who depict the mas-
termind of the attacks of September 11, 2001, as a no-
longer-relevant historical 
figure. 

Maxine Hong Kingston 
òI Love a Broad Margin to My 
Lifeó 

 

With I Love a Broad Margin to My Life, Kingston, a Na-
tional Book Award winner, reflects on aging as she turns 
65ñsharing her tonic wisdom and revealing her per-
sonal insights on life as a writer, peace activist, teacher, 
and mother. 

Jessica B Harris 
òHigh on the Hog: A Culinary 
Journey from Africa to Americaó 

 

An accomplished food historian and critically acclaimed 
cookbook author, Jessica B. Harris has spent much of 
her life documenting the food and foodways of the Afri-
can Diaspora. 

David Remnick 
òThe Bridge: The Life and Rise 
of Barack Obamaó 

 

With his New York Times bestselling biography The 
Bridge, David Remnickñeditor of The New Yorkerñ
offers a personal and historical context for Barack 
Obamaõs extraordinary political career. 

AUTHOR EVENT 

AUTHOR EVENT 

AUTHOR EVENT 

AUTHOR EVENT 

Not Rated 

Not Rated 

Not Rated 

Not Rated 
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William T. Coleman 
òCounsel for the Situation: 
Shaping the Law to Realize 
America's Promiseó 

Carole Phillips Memorial Lecture 

In his autobiography, nonagenarian and Philadelphia-
born lawyer William T. Colemanñwinner of the 1995 
Presidential Medal of Freedomñrecalls his extraordinary 
law career that includes his work with Thurgood Marshall 
on the landmark case Brown vs. Board of Education. 

David Eisenhower 
òGoing Home To Glory: A 
Memoir of Life with Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, 1961-1969ó 

 

From the New York Times bestselling author of the Pulit-
zer Prize finalist Eisenhower at War, comes a fond ac-
count of the retirement years of his grandfather, Presi-
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

Salman Rushdie 
òLuka and the Fire of Life: A 
Noveló 

 

From the acclaimed, bestselling author of Midnightõs 
Children, The Satanic Verses, and The Enchantress of 
Florence comes the fantastical tale of 12-year-old Lukaõs 
magical quest to save his father. 

Edmund Morris 
òColonel Rooseveltó 

 

The New York Times Book Review called Edmund Mor-
risõs biography The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt, winner 
of the Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award, òone of 
those rare works that is both definitive for the period it 
covers and fascinating to read for sheer entertainment.ó 

AUTHOR EVENT 

AUTHOR EVENT 

AUTHOR EVENT 

AUTHOR EVENT 

Not Rated 

Not Rated 

Not Rated 

Not Rated 
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Stacy Schiff 
òCleopatra: A Lifeó 

 

Biographer Stacy Schiffñthe author of the Pulitzer Prize 
winner V®ra (Mrs. Vladimir Nabokov)ñ untangles fact 
from fiction to weave the story of 
Cleopatra, Egyptõs last queen and the most powerful 
woman of her time. 

Joseph J. Ellis 
òFirst Family: Abigail and John 
Adamsó 

 

A look into the lives of John and Abigail Adams from 
eminent historian Joseph J. Ellis, the National Book 
Award and Pulitzer Prize-winning author of American 
Sphinx and Founding Brothers. 

Mark Bittman 
òThe Food Matters Cookbook: 
Lose Weight and Heal the 
Planet with More Than 500 
Recipesó 

 

Renowned food journalist (òThe Minimalistó) and author 
of the James Beard Award and IACP/Julia Child Award-
winning cookbook, How to Cook Everything, offers reci-
pes that are healthy for you and the environment. 

Oliver Sacks 
òThe Mindõs Eyeó 

 

Renowned neurologist Oliver Sacks has detailed the in-
ner workings of the brain in his bestselling books like 
Musicophilia and The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a 
Hat. In The Mindõs Eye, he explores the complex inter-
play between vision and the brain. 

AUTHOR EVENT 

AUTHOR EVENT 

AUTHOR EVENT 

AUTHOR EVENT 

Not Rated 

Not Rated 

Not Rated 

Not Rated 
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Ayaan Hirsi Ali 
òNomad: A Memoiró 

 

An outspoken advocate for womenõs rights and a 
staunch critic of Islamic extremism, Ali made a documen-
tary about domestic abuse among Muslim women with 
director Theo van Gogh, who was subsequently killed by 
an Islamic extremist. 

Robert McCrum 
òGlobish: How the English Lan-
guage Became the Worldõs 
Languageó 

 

Robert McCrum is the associate editor of The Observer 
(London) and co-author of the bestseller The Story of 
English, a history of the English language, that went on 
to be adapted into an Emmy Award-winning nine-part 
PBS television series. 

Martha Nussbaum 
òNot for Profit: Why Democracy 
Needs the Humanitiesó 

 

In Not for Profit, Martha makes a passionate case for the 
reinstatement of the liberal arts at the center of all levels 
of education as a way to give students the capacity to be 
true democratic citizens. 

Thomas Buergenthal 
òA Lucky Child: A Memoir of 
Surviving Auschwitz as a Young 
Boyó 

 

Thomas Buergenthal was 10 years old when he arrived 
at Auschwitz in 1944. He is now the American judge in 
the International Court of Justice in The Hague.  A Lucky 
Child is his memoir of his remarkable journey from pris-
oner to protector. 

AUTHOR EVENT 

AUTHOR EVENT 

Not Rated 

Not Rated 

Not Rated 

Not Rated 

AUTHOR EVENT 

AUTHOR EVENT 
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Nathaniel Philbrick 
òThe Last Stand: Custer, Sitting 
Bull, and the Battle of the Little 
Bighornó 

 

In The Last Stand, Philbrick evokes the history, geogra-
phy, and haunting beauty of the Great Plains and tells 
one of the most iconic and misunderstood stories of the 
American West. 

Tim OõBrien 
òThe Things They Carriedò (20th 
Anniversary Edition) 

 

The Things They Carried òbelongs high on the list of best 
fiction about any war....crystallizes the Vietnam experi-
ence for everyone [and] exposes the nature of all war 
stories.ó (New York Times) 

Francine Prose 
òAnne Frank: The Book, The 
Life, The Afterlifeó 

 

Francine Prose, National Book Award finalist contends 
that Anne Frankõs diary was a deliberate work of art. 

Hampton Sides 
òHellhound on His Trail: The 
Stalking of Martin Luther King Jr. 
And the International Hunt for 
His Assassinó 

 

Hampton Sides, an acclaimed bestselling author and a 
National Magazine Award nominated journalist talks 
about the thrilling account of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King, Jr., and the 65-day manhunt for his killer, 
the longest in American history. 

AUTHOR EVENT 

AUTHOR EVENT 

AUTHOR EVENT 

Not Rated 

Not Rated 

Not Rated 

Not Rated 

AUTHOR EVENT 


